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80. Period of Gestation in Coirs. —'Mr. C. N. Bkmf.nt, of Albany, has given in the 
July number of the “ Cultivator,” the results of bis observations on this subject. 1 
have arranged them in a tabular form. 

w Average period of Gestation. 


In 1839 three cows produced heifer calves, 


1810 six cows 
18-11 eight cows 
1812 four cows 
1843 five cows 

1839 eleven cows 

1840 seven cows 

1841 three cows 

1842 nine cows 

1843 six cows 
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284 days. 
827 
286 
284 
282 
280 
299 
293 
287 
282 

288 days. 

282 days. 


The average of all the males was 
Thu average of all tho females was 
The extremes in tho whole sixty-two was from 213 days the sfiortest period, to 
336 the longest; difference 123 days. Mr. Bement, however, adds his doubts 
about the first, “ for in no other instance has this period fallen Below 260 days." 

The extremes in the observations made by Karl Spencer, woro from 220 to 313 
days; difference 93 days. lie, however, deems any ealf produced at an earliei 
period than 2G0 days to be premature. T. It. B. 


81. Cause of the Until <k Souffle. —At the meeting of the Scientific Congress, at 
Milan in 1844, M. Lakzatk read a memoir on auscultation, in which he advanced 
the idea, that the bruit was owing lo the pulsation of tho large vessels situated in 
the uterus, near to its external surface and which became compressed when that 
organ was in a gravid state. The bulk of the uterus gradually extending, woulJ 
press them on tho peritoneum, and which last necessarily yields slowly. 

M. Kaflhelo, without denying the truth of this, observed that if so, the bruit ought 
lo be observed in all cases of extensive hypertrophy of the womb.— Archives <k la 
SIcdccinc, Beige. April 1845. T. B. B. 

82. Remarkable Injury to the Head, compatible with life. By llr.O'CAi.i.AOiiAN, Sur¬ 
geon of the 11th Hussars. Bead before the Surgical Society of Ireland, January 
1845. 

Lieut. Fritz was wounded by tho bursting of a fowling piece, in the island of 
Ceylon on the 23d of January, 1828. He was knocked down by tho blow, but 
immediately rose without assistance and walked to a neighbouring cottage where 
tho wound continued to bleed for several hours, and produced a stale of families- 
approaching to delirium. In tho evening, he was conveyed to Fort M’Donald, a 
distance of four miles, in a palanquin; on his way and after his arrival, the bleed- 
ingcontinued at intervals, but less copiously. “ Bloody serum now (lows from the 
wound, which is of a circular form, about one inch in diameter, and situated above 
tho nasal process of the frontal bone, tho outer plate of which corresponding to 
the external wound, is destroyed. The surrounding integuments, particularly 
over the right eye, were much swollen and painful when touched; complains 
of constant pain shooting through the forehead, and restlessness, which effectually 
prevents sleep; mental faculties unimpaired. 

It is not necessary in this place, although interesting ns a case in surgery, to 
continue tho details. It is sufficient to state that tho wound healed, and Lieut. 
Fritz returned to his duty and was subsequently promoted. 

Towards the end of the year 1828, a metallic body began to protrude through 
the palate into the mouth, and continued gradually but steadily to advance. The 
sanious discharge accompanying it was extremely offensive. In May, 1835, it had 
protruded so far that an attempt was made to file it off, but the pain was unendur¬ 
able and the attempt was relinquished. Lieut. Fritz was intemperate, and he died 
ol an acute attack m March, 1836. 

On examining his head, tho whole of a largo iron breech of a gun, with the 
screw that attached it to the stock, was found lodged in tho forehead. The anterior 
part of the right hemisphere of the brain reBted upon the flat part of the breech, 
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which received the charge, separated front the iron surfaco only by a false mem¬ 
brane. i ho weight of this mass of iron which remained comparatively quiet for 
so many years in this extraordinary situation, was near throe ounces and itslongth 
two and three-quarter inches. 

hi the discussion that followed the reading of this case, Sir P. Champion said, it 
was a remarkablo coincidence, that at the Richmond Hospital, a ease had oe- 
curred exactly similar, in which the breech of a gun had lodged in very nearly the 
same place; the wound in this instance had proved fatal, the breech having passed 
through the orbital plate of the frontal bone, and the man survived only 48 hours. 
* { At the same time, it by no means iollowed that the breech did not penetrate the 
bram in Or. 0 Callaghan’s case, for no two of these accidents are observed to run 
a similar course/’— London Med. Gnz. T. lb 11. 

83. On the Secretion of Urine in cases of poisoning hy Arsenic. By 0. De Lafokd. 
1 ho experiments of Orlila lead to the conclusion that the urinary secretion is 

continued during acute poisoning by arsenic, and those of 1'landin and Danger 
that it is suspended. J ho author, who is professor of Legal Medicine in the 
\ etertnary School of All'ort, undertook farther experiments on horses and do ir s, in 
order to endeavour to decide the question. ° 

Tito particulars ot twelve experiments are given, and their results are thus 
summed up. 1. tho duration of the poisoning in horses has been one hour, one 
hour and a half, eight hours, twenty-one, twenty-nine hours, and never more than 
h fly-one. In dogs it has boon five hours, eight hours, but not beyond twelve 
hours. 2. rite symptoms observed during life, and the lesions after death, have 
completely demonstrated acute or sub-acute poisoning. In some of the animals 
the inflammation of tho mucous membrane was so violent that in an hour it pro¬ 
duced the formation of several metres of cylindrical false membrane. 3. In none 
ol tho animals has tho secretion been suppressed during the poisoning. 4. The 
mean proportion of urine secreted in an hour by animals in good health, com¬ 
pared to that secreted during tho same time hy animals of tho same species which 
have been poisoned, is for tho horse:: 347 : 100, and for the dog : : 24 : 4,apropor- 
ttou which shows that the secretion is not suppressed, but very notably diminished. 
5. I lie urine dons not begin to yield tho poison until very evident symptoms of 
poisoning show that the arsenic has boon absorbed and is accumulating in tho 
blood. Nevertheless the time which has elapsed between the administration of 
tho poison, and its detection in the urine has never been less than one and never 
moro than seven hours. (Memoires do 1’Acadomio lloyaie do Aledecine, vol. xi.) 
— Medico-Chirurgiml Review, July, 1845. T. R. B. 

84. Poisoning by Hemlock , (Conitim Macula)um.) Hy John Hughes Bennett, M. 
P'i of Edinburgh.—The following is an extremely interesting case, inasmuch as 
it furnishes us with the symptoms and appearances of poisoning by hemlock, 
umiflectod by antagonist remedies. It will also suggest strong doubts as to tho irri¬ 
tant nature ot this substance, whilst tho whole history is confirmatory of tho results 
obtained by Dr. Christison in his experiments, with Conia, the alkaloid. 

. jhinean Gorr, a tailor, aged 43, in extremely reduced circumstances, so poor, 
indeed, that lie had not eaten anything on tlie day in question, greedily ato of 
certain vegetables brought home by bis children between 3 and 4 P.M. On 
finishing his meal, he rose, saying ho would endeavour to got some money in 
order to procure food for his children. At this time, lie was in perfect health. Ho 
walked about half a mile to tho house of an acquaintance, with a view of selling 
lum some small matters. This man, on his entering tho room, thought at first that 
he was intoxicated, because lie staggered in walking. On passing through (lie door 
also, which was narrow, ho faltered in his gait, and afterwards sat down hastily. 
He stayed ton minutes, during which time ite conversed readily, drove a hard bar¬ 
gain, and obtained four pence for what lie sold. Ho did not complain of pain or 
uneasiness, was not excited in manner or speech, and his face was pale and wan. 
On rising from his chair ho was observed by tho shop boy to fall back again, as 
if lie had some difficulty in rising. Oil making a second effort he got up and was 
seen to stagger out of the house and down the steps. This was at four o’clock. 

He was next seen standing with his back to tho corner of tho street. From this 



